8 The Obligations of a 
J]uſtice of the PEACE, 
To be diligent in the Execution of the Penal-Laws a- 


gainſt Prophaxeneſ? and Debauchery, for the Effecting 
of a National Reformation. 
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5 i» Letter to a Friend, 


WW Gave you in my laſt long Letter an Account of the Progreſs of the 
Reformation of Manners, and I could not but hope that you would be 
well pleaſed to hear, that the Endeavours of it, that have ſo lately ob- 

tain'd the Approbation and Countenance of many of the Lords, Biſbops and 

Judges of the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, and of the Nobility and 

Clergy of Scotland, have been ſucceſsful for the givinga Check to the horrid 

Debauchery and Impieties of the Age; that Attempts of this Kind were 

likewiſe carrying on in our Neighbouring and ſome more remote 

Nations; and in ſeveral of them, by the Influence of our Endeavours 

here, which may give you juſt hopes not only of a further Reformation in thoſe 

Countries, but that this great Work will be ſet on foot in other Parts of 

the World, when the Account of the Scheme and Succeſs of our Endeavour 
therein, which is now Tranſlating into the more general Languages, are 
known to them; and having done this more particularly in that 
long Letter, I then offered you ſome Motives and Directions for your En- 
gaging with more Ad vantage in this Noble Undertaking: But I conſider'd 
Fou, Sir, therein only as a privateChriſtian,and a good Memberof the Com- 
| munity ; as one without any publick Authority, and under no other Obliga- 
tions to be active in this pious Work then what your Religion in general, 
and your Baptiſmal Engagements (whereby you were liſted” in your Lord 
and Maſter's Service, againſt the Devil's Kingdom) laid upon you, which, 
hope, you thought ſufficient to engage you in it; but having underſtood, 
that ſince the Regulation of the Commiſſion of the Peace in your County, you 
are put into that Commiſſion, I take the freedom to lay before you ſome 
other Conſiderations that are proper and more peculiar to you, as you are 
io that publick Capacity. Sills 2 pee ö 
And give me leave, Sir, to put you in mind, that beſides your Obliga- 
tions as a Chriſtian, and a Member of the Community, to concur in pro- 
moting this hopeful Reformation, you are, if you take upon you this 

Commiſſion, under other Engagements, as you are a Magiſtrate, and have 

taken an Oath and a publick Truſt upon you to execute the Laws, which 

ſurely, Sir, are very great and indiſpenſible Obligations. But — 
FC n ther, 


ther, by your brig e el with 4 uthgrity, you have thereby a ma- 
nifeſt Advantage for. the furcher ing is Wark, which p 1 
are alſo without, who, notwithſtanding all their Diſadvantages, act herein 
with great Concern and Succeſs, in molt Parts of this Kingdom, and who, 
by doing fo, are as it were Eyes and Hands to Magiſtrates, and give 
them fy a greater Advantage, and which do. make tuch Magiſtrates as 
do not exerciſe their Authority, and endeavour to diſcharge their Obliga- 
tions in ſome meaſure as they ought, now appear more inexcyſable. / 
If then 'tis ſo evident, that Magiſtrates are thus under various and in- 
diſpenſible Obligations to execute the Laws for the Suppreffing of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs, Can any Magiſtrates that are willing to acquit them 
ſelves herein as they ought, think that they ought to do leſs, tho' they 
ſhould therein receive Diſcouragements from wicked Men, and from ſome 
perhaps of their own Body, then to ſuppreſs the open Violations af thoſe 
Laws, when they come to have i of them; as prophane Smearino 
and Cur ſing, by Perſons of what Quality ever; then to take their Walks 
ſometimes, as ſome. truly honourable Magiſtrates here do, (whoſe Names 
will ſurely be mentioned with Honour in the Records of Ages to come;) 
to obſerve what Diſorders there are committed. in their Corporations, 
or otherß laces near them to ĩnſpect into publick Houſes on the ro i D 
| as the Fuſticesof Meddleſexaveformerly.and very lately, agreedamong them- 
„ Midaleſcs ſelves to do, (as appears by their printed Orders of Seſſions) for thePuniſh- 
Oder han. iug and preventing of Teng in n and to hinder Dravers, Carriers & 
13. 1697. travelling on that Day z and to ſend oup their Conſtahles for the ſame 
W d leser 42, purpoſe. on the Lord's-Day, and on other Days of the Week ordering of 
. 1702- them to go about the Streets, and into the Markets, and other publick 
| Places, to take up Swearers, Drunkards, and lewd Per ſous out of Houſes 
of ill Fame, and to bring \em before them to be puniſhed, (which Conſtables 
may do-withoat a Warrant from a Juſtice)and to, make Examples. of ſuch 
Officers as they find negligent in their Duty. in theſe Matters; and more 
eſpecially to give Diſpatch, Reſpect, and all poſſible Enconragement to ſuch 
pious and highly uſeful Perſons as often with great Trouble, Difficulty, and 
Hazzard, (and too freqently with greater Damage and Charge to them 
* Orders of than the Penalty which the Lew inflicts on the prophane and vicious 
eee berſous that they inform againſt amounts to) for tlie ſuppreſſing of the 
Ces s Diſhanour chat is ſo openly offered to Almighty God, the temporal and 
geo Citi. eternal Ruine of their Fe Christians, and of National Judgments, bring 
Zens to give chem Informations of any of the Diforders that | have mentioned, or any 
Informations gther Breaches of the Laws of the ſame kind; to which they have been 
to Vagiltrat's jncited and encouraged by his Majeſty*sProclamations, the * printed Orders 
Þ. Hh 1 of Seſſions of the Juſtices of the Peace of man) Counties and Cities of the 
cious Perſons. Kingdom, the Diſcourſes of many of our Reverend Divines lately, pub- 
Gleucefier Ju- liſhed, and the Circular Letter of the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Eanterbuty, dated 
ly 8. 1691. April 4. 1699- in which the Biſhops of that Province concurred; where- 


2 3 in, as | told you in my laſt, Miniſters are directed by their Biſhops to put 


Londanicgs, the Laity in mind that 'tis their Duty to give Informations, and to 
| 5 7 meet 
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meet frequently together to conſult upon the moſt adviſable Methods of do- Heref. oa. 
ing it; and ſuch Meetings, and others of this kind, which we call Societies for 5. 1691. 

Reformation of Manners, and which ſo many Perſons in Authority inChurch Buck. OF. 
and State have in ſo publick and ſolemn a Manner declared their high Ap- 0 TOP 4 

probation of, do give Magiſtrates mighty Advantages for the effectual Sup- Mida. 92 
preſſing our Debauchery and Impieties, and muſt, Sir, give you and Lon. 1693. 
other Magiſtrates that have a ſenſe of their Duty in this Reſpect, a great Midd. 1693 
Encouragement to be zealous in it. Lon. 1696. 

I mall not, Sir, after I have laid before you your Obligations, and many and 11 . 
great Advantages for your furthering this Noble Work, repreſent to you 3 1658 L 
how diſhonourable it is in its ſelf, and may ere long appear to the whole Na- Glog.1698 
tion, for Magiſtrates to take ſolemn Oaths and Truſts upon them to execute Midd. 1599 
Laws, and to be groſly negligent therein, and even to obſtruct the Execution Cen. 1699. 
of thoſe Laws wherein the Intereſt of Religion is unqueſtionably ſo much e nog ö 

concerned, after they have in their printed Orders aſſured the World they N 

would do the contrary ; nor the many and fatal Miſchiefs that ſuch unhappy Surry 1700 
Magiſtrates bring on Multitudes of particular Perſons, and on the Nation Linc. 1701 
in general, and conſequently, what a heavy load of Guilt they do thereby Weſtm. 4p. 

contract, who have no regard to their Duty in any Inſtances of it that 3, JA haves 
I have herein mentioned, and do thereby evidently obſtruct the Reformation . et of g 

o Manners that is ſo happily carrying on not only in theſe Three King - Surry. Ap. 

doms, but in other Parts of the World, His Majeſty by His Proclama- 14. 1702. 

tions, and our late Repreſentatives in Parliament by their Addreſs to Him, Southampt. 
having publickly declared, That the Debaucheryand Prophaneneſs of the Nation 2 A 
is chiefly owing to the negligence of Magiſtrates in the Execution of their Office, OP | 

and their ill Example; which ought to be ſo dreadful a Conſideration to all Lond. i 

that are concerned in the Charge, that I ſhall not offer to aggravate it: 15. 1702. 

I chooſe rather to ſay, that as any former Remiſneſs of Magiſtrates, or Preſton. 4p 

perhaps Backwardneſs of your Brethren, or of the Magiſtrates of your !?: £792. 

County, can by no means be allowed to be a ſufficient Excuſe for your Neg- Wp 

llecting to do what you have unqueſtionable Authority, great Advantages 80 

1 s '9 5170 . 
(at this time more eſpecially) and many Engagements upon you to do; ſo Suſſex Ar. 
in the faithful Diſcharge of your Duty, you may render your ſelf a Bleſſing 1702 
to your Country, and to the whole Kingdom; nay, by your zealous Exe- riſtol Apr. 
cution of your Truſt and Authority in theſe matters at this Juncture, and 1 og "I 
by the Influence of your good Example, you may be in ſome degree inſtru- N of 
mental in the Reforming not only of Chriſtendom, but of Mankind, and Glouceſter 
this will undoubtedly procure you the Approbation of your own 47.1702. 


Conſcience, and the Applauſe of good Men, and may be a means of your Monmouth 


obtaining an Everlaſting Recompence in the next World. Which is ſin- a Mig 
cerely wiſhed by, R EEE 1702, Oe... 
: . 11 
Yours... 
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An Account of the Societies for Reformation of Manners, c. Price Is. A Help to aNaticnal | 
| Reformation Price 6. d. An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformation of Manners, &c.. . 


Printed and Sold by J. Downing in Bartholomew:Cloſe near Welt-Smirhfield, 1705. 
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